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Public outreach and 

professional education on 

urban water conservation 

and quality protection.

WATER UNIVERSITY



8,000 Square ft 

Teaching space for 

300 attendees 



30,000 Gallons of 

Harvested Rainwater 

for Irrigation and 

Toilet Flushing



Green 

Infrastructure
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7.1 MILLION PEOPLE



ABOUT 50% 
Of any urban area is 

covered by lawns and 

landscaping.

TURFGRASS 
Is the largest irrigated 

crop in the US



Over 50% 
Of all water used in 

north Texas is used 

outdoors

Up to 50% 
Of all water used 

outdoors is wasted due 

to overwatering or 

inefficient irrigation



Conservation Potential 

Outdoor Use



Change behavior

MISSION
Shape perception



LIVE PUBLIC 

COURSES
• 60 municipalities

• 4 major water utilities



Top 100 Plants for 
North Texas

Horti-Couture: 
What’s HOT for 2018

“Saving FROM a 
Rainy Day”: DIY 

Rain Barrel Class

Grow Your Own 
Vegetables
Rainwater 
HarvestingFoodScapingTexas TreesDrip Irrigation DIYComposting

Made for the Shade: 
Shade Gardening
Water U Doing?: 

Efficient Sprinklers
The Urban Orchard: 

Fruits, Nuts & BerriesTexan Plants
ULandscapeIT: Water 

Efficient Landscape Design
The Urban Harvest: 
Foraging in the CitySelecting the Turf

Weed’em & Reap: 
Weeds & Watering
Let’s Ketchup on 

Tomatoes
Put the Care into 

Lawn Care
Pots in Small Spots: 
Container Gardening

Herb Your Enthusiasm: 
Herb Gardening

On the Wild Side: 
Gardening for Wildlife
Butterfly Gardening

240 

Programs a YEAR



How to Build a Rain Barrel



STATEWIDE EVENT OUTREACH



PUBLIC PRIVATE CONSULATAION



WaterUniversity.tamu.edu



D.I.Y. GUIDES, OTHER 

PUBLICATIONS





TELEVISION NEWS



DALLAS MORNING NEWS COLUMN



Digital 

Multi 

Media

Cycle & Soak



Multi Media 

Campaigns



COMMUNITY INSTALLATIONS



HOA LANDSCAPDE REDESIGN



WATERSENSE 

LABLED HOME



WATERSENSE 

MULTI FAMILY



THE ROAD TRIP





Research Programs
• Water use coefficients of landscape plants 

• Effectiveness of landscape BMPs

• Holistic landscape management systems

• Modeling of landscape systems and water       

requirements

• Rainwater, grey water and alternative water source 

technologies

• Irrigation technologies

• Landscape design and public acceptance of low 

water use landscapes



“The “real world” of the Texas homeowner is far 

removed from the ongoing research being done 

in landscape water conservation.  He is not privy 

to the reams of information being published on 

all sorts of new findings and more efficient 

watering techniques.  He is at the mercy of his 

own limited knowledge and that of the 

“neighborhood” expert.”
Benny Simpson - 1982
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